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Aunty Yumi Johnson 
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a collaborative reunion 
involving South Australia, 
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Queensland Link Up 
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Pat commenced at Link-Up (Qld) in July 2014.  She 
comes with a wealth of management experience 
across all levels of government and importantly at 
a community level.  Pat has previously represented 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in 
the South East Queensland area as an ATSIC 
Commissioner, Regional Council Chairperson and 
Regional Councillor over an 8 year period.  

Coming from a strong social justice background,  
she looks forward to working with Link-Up (Qld).

Key priorities for Pat will be:
• working closely with the Board to provide  
 stability and leadership through good  
 governance;
• securing funding under the new Indigenous  
 Advancement Strategy to continue   
 delivering the valuable work supporting  
 the healing journeys of Aboriginal and  
 Torres Strait Islander peoples who have  
 been separated from their families and  
 cultures through forced removal, fostering,  
 adoption and/or institutionalisation.
• enhance continuous quality improvement  
 systems and;
• support personal and professional   
 development opportunities for staff to  
 improve their skills.

Pat has come onboard with Link-Up at the busiest 
time of the year – end of financial year and all that 

Pat Conlon - Cheif Executive Officer, Link Up (Qld)
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The Royal Commission

comes with that.  She is pleased though to report 
that since July there have been 7 reunions.  Pat 
commented on the professionalism of staff and 
their commitment to the core business of Link-
Up (Qld) in respecting and supporting our client’s 
personal journeys, by working collaboratively 
to deliver professional, culturally sensitive and 
confidential research, reunion and cultural 
wellbeing services. 

A Support Group of Stolen Generation clients 
comes together once a month for morning tea and 
to participate in therapeutic activities and yarning 
sessions.  This gathering is very well attended.  Our 
then Acting CEO was happy to meet up with old 
friends, past colleagues and family at the very first 
gathering and of course to meet our clients.

“I also want to acknowledge the good support I 
have received from Staff and the Board of Link-
Up (Qld), and am confident I’m making a positive 
contribution.” Pat stated.
 

The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse has been set up to 
investigate child sexual abuse in institutions such 
as Government agencies, Churches, Missions and 
Foster Care and how those Institutions responded.

Link-Up (Qld) is here to provide support and 
assistance to people who have experienced sexual 
abuse as children (under 18) in institutional 
contexts, and to support participants as they 
participate in the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual process.  

Link-Up Qld delivers a culturally sensitive, safe and 
confidential service to those who are ready to tell 
their story.

We are here to support and provide cultural and 
spiritual therapeutic support for Stolen Generations 
members and other Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander community members affected by the Royal 
Commission.

 Link-Up (Qld) work with a network of support 
services to provide people with access, flexibility 
and choice to ensure that the selected support 
services compliment and align with the support 
services offered in-house by the Royal Commission.

Link-Up (Qld) will support and assist a secondary 
target group of people who are affected through 
their engagement with the Royal Commission, 
without having been exposed directly to abuse, 
such as family members of Indigenous survivors and 
employees of Institutions or organisations where 
abuse occurred. 

Link-Up (Qld) has appointed Kym Kilroy to the 
Counsellor -Specialist Role – Royal Commission 
Project.  For further information or advice on how 
Link-Up (Qld) can assist you or others who may need 
assistance and support please contact Kym through 
our Link-Up (Qld) Brisbane Office on (07) 3034 8444 
or Toll Free 1800 200 855.
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NAIDOC 2014
Each year in the first full week in July NAIDOC 
celebrates the history, culture, contributions 
and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples.  Australians all across the country 
are increasingly participating in the celebrations 
and activities particularly in schools, local shire 
councils, government agencies and community 
organisations.  

The National NAIDOC Committee selects a theme 
each year and this year’s theme, “Serving Country: 
Centenary and Beyond” honours all Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander men and women who have 
fought in defence of country.  Richard Archibald, 
from New South Wales was honoured with Male 
Elder of the Year Award for his valuable work 
promoting Aboriginal Rights and raising awareness 
of Aboriginal servicemen.
 
The host city for the National NAIDOC Ball was the 
Gold Coast.  The ball was held at the Gold Coast 
Convention Centre – a glamour gathering of over 
1,200 people attending from all over the country

Award winners:  Lifetime Achievement Award – 
Linda Burney, NSW; Person of the Year – Gracelyn 
Smallwood, Qld; Female Elder of the Year – Patricia 
O’Connor, Qld; Male Elder of the Year – Richard 
Archibald, NSW; Caring for Country – The Uunguu 
Healthy Country Project, WA; Youth of the Year 
(joint winners) – Chern’ee Sutton, Qld and Amelia 
Telford, NSW; Artist of the Year – Shellie Morris, NT; 
Scholar of the Year – Donisha Duff, ACT; Apprentice 
of the Year – Patricia Doolan, NSW; Sportsperson of 
the Year – Jesse Williams, Qld.

The largest celebration of NAIDOC week in 
Queensland and possibly in the country is the 
NAIDOC Family Fun Day at Musgrave Park which 
was held on 11 July 2014. Thousands of people 
gather in the park to celebrate and catch up with 
family and friends.  Approximately 150 stalls 
catered to the large crowd providing food, drinks, 
crafts, entertainment, free gifts and important 
information.

In a large marquee, Number 27, Link-Up (Qld) staff 
accommodated the foot sore and the weary with 
a comfy sit down, a cuppa and biscuits and a free 
sausage sizzle.

There was also an opportunity to paint your mark 
on a large canvas banner, and to obtain information 
about Link-Up (Qld) services from the helpful staff 
on hand.  A photo booth was also set up, where 
free photographs were taken – this was a real 
hit with the crowd.  Digital images were sent to 
individual’s email address.  If you haven’t received 
or collected your photo’s yet, email Mick at 
mangeles@qld.link-up.org.au; and he’ll email your 
digital images back to you.

David Wragge and Rachel Malthouse, Community 
Engagement staff from the Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse 
Abused shared our marquee and handed out 
contact details and important information about 
the Royal Commission.

It was a great day as usual at Musgrave Park, by 
3pm we had exhausted our supplies, so packed up 
for our journey home and looking forward to next 
year! 

Having some fun in the PhotoBooth
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A Yarn With Thomas Mitchell

My name is Thomas 
Mitchell.  I was born and 
raised in Woorabinda 
Central Qld, west of 
Rockhampton.  It was there 
that I learnt from my Aunts 
and Uncles, Cousins about 
going hunting.  The bush 
way getting bush tucker… 
goanna, wallaby and things 
like that... and also bush 
tucker … black berries and 
yam... yeah.  

Well the river at Woorabinda where we were, there 
was a nice big fishing hole when the flood would 
come and after the water would go down a bit we 
would go down and fish and get yellow belly’s and 
black bream and Jew fish and it was lovely living 
there you in those early days…growing up, big water 
hole and after that water would go down we’d go 
swimming.... sort of main swimming hole for us. 

And me and my mates would go out just with a 
shanghai and get birds and cook ‘em up out there 
where we were… can’t go hungry, the llifestyle that 
we had.  

The system back then was Under The Act where I 
grew up in Woorabinda and… it was alright… from 
my point of view anyway growing up because I didn’t 
understand any of the issues. 
 
Because my mother was a Christian we were brought 
up that way and my father he was a big man about 
16 stone and so, no mucking around!  That’s the sort 
of lifestyle we had.

My father was Herbie Mitchell. He come from North 
Carbine and was sent from up here because they 
were fighting ‘Bullyman’… him and his Uncle…old 
fulla, old Grandad Rupert Burton.  They were sent 
away. Old Grandfather Rupert was sent to Palm 
and Dad was sent to Woorabinda where he met my 
Mother and I’m the first of 9 children… well twelve 

Thomas Mitchell

but three died at birth.

My Mum was Agnes, Aggy Mitchell. Maiden name 
was Naylor and they were from Central Queensland 
around that Rockhampton area there now. She had 
3 older sisters, she was the youngest of 4 of them 
yeah. After that there was a younger brother. Ahh, 
three older sisters and an older brother. There was 
six of them all together in that family. 

You had respect for all old people. That’s the way I 
was brought up and like I said there were nine of us 
in my family and there’s only three now, me and two 
sisters.  I wasn’t privileged or blessed with children, 
my wife passed away about ten years ago 2004. 
She had sickness and her problem was diabetes 
and I used to take her up and down to Cairns. Her 
name was Rose and her family was Lacey’s from 
Georgetown, and her biological father was from 
Kowanyama.  

I was in a coma. I had a head-on collision with a bus, 
four of us in the front seat of a Holden ute, and I’m 
the sole survivor. And that was buggered me up, I 
got tunnel-vision eyesight since that time. I gotta 
look directly at the objects where I’m looking. That’s 
where I couldn’t work properly then. Yeah, but I 
still didn’t learn anything ….. too hard in the head 
y’know.(laughs). But before I had that accident, I 
had a girlfriend up here, she was the only person 
that stuck with me and I married her, in 1968 but 
she passed away. Rose, as I mentioned earlier.

Yeah, that’s the only thing what sorta restricted me 
in my endeavour to do more, was that accident, in 
1966, but then, thing like them happen.
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The Long Search Is Over

Link Up (Qld) client Donna gave birth to a beautiful 
baby girl 35 years ago in Brisbane whom she named 
Kelly. At the time of her birth, Donna was advised 
by the hospital staff to adopt the baby out although 
she was reluctant to do so. 

Kelly was placed in foster care before she was 
adopted into a non-indigenous family. Kelly’s 
adoptive mother made her aware of her adoption at 
an early age. Kelly’s adoptive mother was searching 
for her birth mother so she could meet her. 

In the meantime, Donna, Kellys’ birth mother had 
obtained her adoption information so that she could 
search for Kelly. Adoption Services referred Donna 
to Link-Up to become a client because she was of 
Aboriginal descent. 

When Donna became a client, I asked her for a copy 
of her adoption information so I could do some 
searches on the names in the information. When an 
electoral check was done for names and addresses, I 
mailed letters to the likely people. 

Two weeks later, Kelly’s adoptive mother responded 
to let me know that I had the right person and she 
had been searching for Kelly’s birth mother for the 
past 35 years. 

When I went to visit Donna to let her know  that I 
had found her daughter Kelly, she was overwhelmed 
and cried tears of joy. 

A family reunion was organised at Labrador for 
the 21 – 22 June, 2014 so Donna could meet Kelly. 
Donna also decided to meet the adoptive parents 
and Kelly’s husband. 

We also discovered during the reunion that the 
family all lived near to one another on the Gold 
Coast. What a coincidence!

Donna and Kelly had constantly been phoning and 
meeting to form a bond. They are both very happy 
now that they have found each other.

by  Caseworker Margaret North 

Kelly meets her birth mother, Donna

Kelly & Donna with Kelly’s adoptive parents

Donna meets Kelly’s husband.
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Breast Cancer Awareness
I am BCNA’s (Breast 
Cancer Network 
Australia) first 
Aboriginal Community 
Liaison. My people are 
very shy and won’t talk 
about breast or ovarian 
cancer or anything like 
that. We call the parts 
of our body different 
names even from other 
dialects and it’s just a 
closed subject.

But after I was diagnosed with breast cancer I had to 
make it more open and talk about it in our yarning 
circle. The treatment was really intense and it was 
hard. There was nobody who was Aboriginal in the 
hospital who knew anything about breast cancer or 
about my culture or my heritage.

Now I’m doing well and advise all the women in 
my community and in rural areas, of the benefits 
of early detection and I encourage them to have 
mammograms and to keep a check on their boobs – 
we call them ‘yammans’. I tell the women that early 
detection can save lives. They have to learn not to 
be ashamed or embarrassed. 

I now travel a lot around Queensland. Aboriginal 
women are now coming forward and asking me 
to tell them about breast cancer and what sort of 
journey I had and what might happen to them. I 
hope there will be more Aboriginal liaisons with 
BCNA.

Aboriginal women need to see another black face 
in hospital – just having Aboriginal support services 
can make you feel 100 per cent better.

I now use the phrase “black, bold and beautiful”. 
I now have a voice in my journey, and sharing and 
caring are the best things we can share with other 
women.

                                                           Aunty Marg QLD 

Aunty Margaret LawtonLOST CHILD

Lost Dreaming, lost family
Lost Land, lost language 

Lost identity, lost me
No one ever held me

To take away, this killing sorrow
That’s stealing, taking away my soul
I am slowing drowning in my tears

All alone, with no helping hand

Missionary’s voice’s still haunt me
From so long ago 

Jump out of my head
Jump out of my way
I never asked for this 

To be stolen away 

My heart was crushed 
My body was bruised 

My spirit bashed and bent
My innocents were brutally taken.

Can you hold my hand?
And never let go 

I need to know where I belong
Who can I trust, where can I hide

This feeling of emptiness and loneliness
Echoes through the landscape of my mind

Written by Rhonda Collard-Spratt 2009
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Reunion in Meningie SA

Link Up (Qld) client, Santina Westrop had her 
reunion between the 1st and 5th June 2014 
at Meningie South Australia. Santina was 
accompanied by her daughter Jessy, and Link 
Up (Qld) Caseworker, Jody Jackson. Santina was 
meeting her father’s family for the first time.

This reunion was collaboratively arranged through  
Link-Up SA and Link Up (Qld). Cherie Rolfe, a new 
Caseworker for S.A., had a lot of support  on her 
first reunion, from nine year veteran Jody Jackson 
and S.A. SEWB Counsellor, Brad Hart.

After an overnight stay in Adelaide we were met 
by Cherie Rolfe the next morning and drove up to 
Tailem Bend to meet up with Aunty Dawn and other 
family members.  

After having lunch at Aunty Dawn’s place we drove 
out to Meningie to our accommodation.

Over the next two days we visited the beautiful 
sites of The Coorong Wilderness Lodge. The 
Coorong Wilderness Lodge is run and owed by 
the local Ngarrindjeri people. We had a beautiful 
lunch provided by the staff we were greeted with a 
Welcome to Country and toured the Museum.

The next day we had a family brunch on the banks 
of Lake Albert with extened family members. After 
lunch we drove out to Raukkan, the town made 
famous for being the birth place of David Unaipon, 
the first Indigenous person depicted on the 
Australian $50 bank note.

After our welcome to the community and lunch we  
were told of the history of the town and given a 
tour of culturally significant sites to end the day. We 
took the scenic route back, going on the car ferry to 
Meningie.

Aunty Dawn’s son, Paul, Jessy, Santina & Aunty Dawn

Meeting with family members at Camp Coorong

Meeting up with a cousin

A tearful goodbye with promises to keep in touch.
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Music Therapy Sessions
Link Up (Qld) with sponsorship through the Healing 
Foundation commenced a Music Therapy project to 
gather stories from Stolen Generations people and 
relate their journals, with their collaboration, into a 
CD of the songs and poetry.
Sessions were set up at Healing Camps at Mount 

Tamborine and Lake Tinaroo near Yungaburra to 
gather the material for the project. Seventeen 
tracks have been identified and are currently in the 
process of finalisation for the CD. 

We’d like to thank our Stolen Generations 
participants for their stories and their efforts and 
also their deadly voices and enthusiasm.

Link Up (Qld) Multimedia Manager, Donna Ives and 
facilitator Getano Bann, a local Brisbane performer, 
spear-headed this project. Along the way the 

project was assisted by Brisbane percussionist, 
Linus Monsour at Mt Tamborine and in Cairns with 
ex-Yothu Yindi drummer, Ben Hakalitz as well as Link 
Up musician Mick Angeles. 

The CD is being recorded at the Link Up (Qld) head 
office in Woolloongabba using MBox hardware and 
ProTools 9 software applications and should be 
finalised and mastered by early November.

Aunty Bessie going through her song at Mt Tamborine

Getano working with a group on their song  at Mt Tamborine

Clifford Guest records his song at Lake Tinaroo

Getano writing a song with Graham Brady at Lake Tinaroo

Showcasing their songs at Mount Tamborine
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Sonny Williams Reunion 

In mid-May 2014 SEWB Counsellor Joseph Oui and 
Caseworker Henrietta Hunter were privileged to be 
part of a reunion of Uncle Sonny Williams and his 
wife Aunty Cephia to his grandfathers country out 
west of Charleville QLD.

We drove to Charleville starting early on a Monday 
morning with fresh country & western music in the 
background to support our country music loving 
clients on this journey to the outback that would 
take us 900 kilometres north-west of Brisbane.  It 
had taken us 10 hours to arrive in Charleville. Along 
the way we met various people in Roma that seem 
to appear for some unknown reason and had to 
meet Uncle Sonny in the midst of his reunion.  

When we arrived in Charleville we settle into the 
hotel after the long drive. Later that day we met 
with Traditional Owner, Darren Lawton who was 
going to guide Uncle Sonny to significant sites of his 
grandfather’s country.

The next morning we had prepared breakfast and 

lunch for our drive out west to Uncle Sonny’s 
grandfather’s country escorted by Traditional 
Owner Darren Lawton.

Darren was warm, welcoming and very comfortable 
and respectful to Uncle Sonny and Aunty Cephia to 
show them around country. They were very grateful 
of Darren taking the time to show them around. 

Darren shared his knowledge and experience 
of the community and was willing to pass on 
that knowledge to Uncle Sonny with as much 
information of the various sites of significance that 
related to Uncle Sonny’s family history.

This visit to Uncle Sonny’s grandfather’s country 
was greatly acknowledged by Uncle and to have 
travelled to the place where his grandfather was 
born gave him the feeling of being overwhelmed 
and emotionally connected to his country.  Uncle 
Sonny and Aunty Cephia took many photos and 
shared many stories with Darren as they reflected 
on their journey. 

Cephia & Sonny Williams

Traditional Owner Darren Lawton, Uncle Sonny & Joseph Oui

Darren discussing the old days in Cheepie Station with Uncle Sonny

Uncle Sonny fishing in the Paroo River
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Throughout the day we travelled to many significant 
sites and the highlight of our day was having 
a barbecue on the banks of the Paroo River, 
compliments of SEWB Counsellor Bill Conlon of 
CWAATSICH Ltd for supplying the food.  We shared 
stories and Darren with his knowledge shared jokes 
and historical information.

During the next couple of days Uncle Sonny and 
Aunty Cephia spent time catching up with other 
family members in the region. Uncle Sonny’s 
journey to Charleville was coming to an end, which 
was an overwhelming experience for him to have 
met Darren who shared his knowledge connecting 
his family links. 

In the morning we reflected on Uncle Sonny’s 
reunion and made our drive back to Brisbane 
entertained by compilation of Darren’s mix of 
country western music and 80’s music for the long 
journey back, laughing and singing along to the 
songs.  The trip was an experience everlasting and 
heartfelt for these two special people, Uncle Sonny 
and Aunty Cephia Williams.

By Henrietta Hunter

Uncle Sonny & Aunt Cephia enjoying a BBQ on the Paroo River

Curtain Call on Sister Act

Thanks:  Sisters Martina and Sophia Jacobs were recognised at Cherbourg’s 
NAIDOC Week celebrations for their great work in educating children

Martina and Sophia Jacobs left Cherbourg State 
School on Friday, August 8 with a legacy of 
achievement during 74 years of experience between 
them.

The two sisters were the inaugural teachers of the 
school’s Cultural Education Centre which began 
three years ago. It’s believed to be the first such 
centre in a Queensland school.

Principal Peter Sansby said Martina and Sophia 
were given free reign to run it with their knowledge 
of local, State and federal issues. “They’ll be 
remembered as amazing role models; an inspiration 
to the community,” Peter said.

“They were trail blazers in the education field and 
hopefully their legacy of the cultural education 
programme will continue well into the future.”
The sisters had their service acknowledged with a 
presentation at the schools NAIDOC celebrations on 
Friday, August 8.

The school hosted Murgon State School students 
and each class hosted an activity.
Everyone was welcomed with a barbecue lunch 
provided.

“Our aim was to make this a great last day for 
Martina and Sophia and we hope they’ll continue to 
drop in from time to time,” Peter said.

Heading into Charleville



Link-Up (Qld) ABORIGINAL CORPORATION

12

A number of Link Up (Qld) staff members have 
gone on to complete and graduate some impressive 
courses in the past few months.

These courses required block studies and hard work 
but our diligent students have reaped the benefits 
and rewards of their endeavours.

My learning journey 
commenced in February, 
2011 when I was 
accepted for enrolment 
of the Diploma of 
Narrative Approaches 
by Nunkawarrin Yunti, 
Adelaide, S.A. The 
requirement of this 
diploma was for students 
to attend face-to-face 
blocks in Adelaide.

Travel and accommodation (which was Abstudy 
approved) was organised by Nunkawarrin Yunti 
for the duration of these blocks: every eight to 
ten weeks. The class that I attended had originally 
seventeen students. Only two students did not 
complete the course.

With this course, I acquired a balance of casework, 
reunion, outreach, cultural events and study. During 
my free time on the weekend, I would complete my 
assessment which was required for that particular 
topic.

This course was finally competed in February, 2014. 
My learning journey had finally ended and I reaped 
the benefit of obtaining my diploma.  A special 
thanks for my cultural co-facillitator, Judy Lovegrove 
who supported me by giving me a shove over the 
finishing line and prompting me with emails every 
two weeks. 

A Graduation was organised by staff at Nunkawarrin 

Margaret North

Yunti, Adelaide for a celebration of learning. I 
attended this graduation: Friday, 22 August and 
connected once again with the past students who 
are now my extended family.

The idea of this course was planted as a seed over 
three years ago when I first met Ginny Slattery at a 
Healing Camp. Now it has grown into a big beautiful 
tree of knowledge with many extended families 
from South Australia.

I began a learning journey in ‘Advanced Diploma 
of Art Therapy’ in January 2012 and graduated 
in March 2014. Art Therapy is a holistic healing 
practice that uses creative expression to work 
with your social, emotional, mental, spiritual and 
physical needs and goals.

As an employee of Link-Up(Qld) Aboriginal 
Corporation, I have had the privilege of running Art 
Therapy workshops with our clients at our annual 
Healing Camps and other events since completing 
my course. 

“I believe that art heals and I have personally 
experienced the ability of art therapy to move 
through past traumas and assist in facing present 
challenges with understanding, confidence and 
strength.”

Margaret North

Our Learning Journeys

Rhyll Tonge

Business Partners and fellow graduates 
Lucille Downing and Rhyll Tonge
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The accompanying photo is of my business partner 
and myself at our graduation ceremony. We have 
since started a small business called Holistic 
Art Therapy to continue sharing our skills as Art 
Therapists. As a client centered practice based in 
Brisbane, Australia, we listen to and work within 
your meaning of the world in regards to your past, 
present and future. http://hartherapy.com/ 

Donna Ives was at 
Melbourne University to 
attend the Graduation 
Day Ceremony earlier 
this year.  She received 
her Graduate Certificate 
of Indigenous Arts 
Management through 
the Wilin Centre for 
Indigenous Arts and 
Cultural Development, 

Melbourne University in 
2013. 

I found the course to be exciting and challenging.  I 
met Indigenous Artists who were leaders in their 
fields.  People were happy to share their knowledge 
and skills to the Students.  A big thanks to the Wilin 
Centre staff.
We covered Performers, Events Managers and a 
highlight was a session with Gary Foley providing 
Aboriginal Australia’s political background and 
history.

Caseworker Henrietta 
Hunter graduated from the 
Gallang Education & Training 
Centre in Brisbane, with 
a Certificate IV in Mental 
Health in June 2014. 

Gallang Place is a Registered 
Training Organization and 
employs highly trained and 
experienced Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
counsellors. 

Donna Ives

Donna Ives 
(photo by Jacinta Keefe, Wilin Centre)

Henrietta Hunter

Henrietta Hunter

The qualifications gained through the Mental 
Health course has enhanced Henrietta’s abilities 
and aptitude to assist Link Up clients with their own 
mental health issues.

Henrietta developed skills in rehabilitation and 
support for people affected by mental illness and 
psychiatric disability, implementing community-
based activities focusing on mental health, mental 
illness and psychiatric disability, and mental health 
promotion work.

The classes where held at the QAIHC offices in West 
End under the guidance of Senior Facilitator, Ginny 
Slattery, a professionally qualified social worker, 
counsellor, supervisor and trainer/assessor with the 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander community 
and SEWB workforce.

Karen Collins (Service Delivery Manager) and 
Marietta Pita (A/Executive Assistant) undertook the 
BATALAS Auditor/Lead Auditor Training Course from 
18th to 22nd August, 2014.
The course is approved by IRCA as satisfying the 
training requirements for initial certification as an 
IRCA QMS auditor.
The principal aim of this course is to equip 
delegates with the knowledge and skills required 
to perform audits of management systems against 
ISO9001, and/or similar criteria.
Both Karen and Marietta successfully passed the 
QMS ISO 9001:2008 Auditor/Lead Auditor Training 
Course and received a certificate as recognition for 
their achievements.

Karen Collins & Marietta Pita

Karen Collins and Marietta Pita
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3 Way Collaborative Reunion
Between the 15th and 19th May 2014, Aunty 
Jumi Johnson was on a collaborative reunion in 
Oodnadatta, South Australia.

This reunion was a collaborative reunion arranged 
by Link-Up SA and involving Link Up (Qld) and Link-
Up Kimberly.

This was also the first reunion for the new South 
Australian Caseworker, Eliza Hart.

Their clients and ours were part of the children who 
were removed from their parents and placed into 
the Oodnadatta Children’s Home.

It was requested from the SA Link-Up Client that 
Aunty Jumi be a part of this journey as she was the 
“Big Sister” who looked after them when they were 
children in the home, and Aunty Jumi is “Family”.

This trip started with Aunt Jumi making her way by 
bus to Brisbane and meeting  up with her daughter 
who had come from Lismore.  Then it was off to 

Brisbane Airport to catch our flights to Adelaide.

The next day we met up with Link-Up SA staff and 
clients to catch our flights out to Coober Pedy.
Once in Cobber Pedy we met up with Kimberly 
Stolen Generation staff and clients then drove out to 
Oodnadatta in a Link-Up convoy.
We visit over the next few days a lot of local & 

culturally  significant  sites that played a big impact 
on “our clients” lives. These included visits to  
Hookie’s Hole, Todmorton Station, the Oodnadattta 
Museum, the old site of the Oodnadatta Childrens
Home and also visiting the two swimming places 
that the aunties used to walk to.

At night it was great just to sit around and listen to 
the Aunties reminisce about their youth and their 
times growing up in Oodnadatta.

Thanks to SA Link-Up Staff for being the host Link-Up 
Services, and Kimberley Stolen Generation for their 
participation as well.

The Oodnadatta Museum

Aunty Jumi, Uncle Thomas & Aunty Kunyi

Return to Oodnadatta Childrens’ Home

Re-visiting their old swimming place, Hookie’s Hole
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Link Up (Qld) Townsville Office

Matthew Malone is the 
appointed Caseworker 
with Link-Up (Qld) 
based in Townsville.  
Matthew moved into the 
position in late February 
2014 after working for 
approximately 18 months 
with Australian Red Cross 
on Palm Island.

Prior to appointing 
Matthew into the role, 
the position in Townsville 

had been vacant for some 
time and a major focus seen for him was to rebuild 
a presence for Link-Up (Qld) within the Townsville 
catchment area which includes greater Townsville 
and smaller centres in the outer regions, including 
the community of Palm Island.  Busy times ahead…

Since his appointment Matthew has been moving 
ahead in leaps and bounds, busily achieving;

• Setting up and maintaining operations out   
 of the office located in the Relationships   
 Australia Townsville office
• Re-engagement with current (former) Link-Up  
 (Qld) clients and engaging new clients within  
 the regions
• Building up the profile of Link-Up (Qld)   
 through workshopping, information sharing,  
 collaborative networking and referral service  
 provision with various community agencies   
 such as; 
  Townsville Aboriginal and Islander   
  Health  Service – ongoing 
  Upper Ross Community Centre,   
  working on the development    
  of an MOU for regular outreach   
  services at this facility – ongoing 
  Lotus Place Townsville ‘Find and   
  Connect program' – ongoing 
  Australian Red Cross – ongoing 
  DATSIMA community outreach   
  program division – ongoing 

  Participation in the Royal   
  Commission into Child Sex Abuse in  
  Brisbane in July
• Planning future outreach projects, which  
 Matthew hopes to have completed by the  
 end of October 2014,  which will include  
 visits to outer region centres such as;
  Richmond
  Hughenden
  Charters
• Planning and scheduling regular outreach  
 services to clients within the greater   
 Townsville area, on Palm Island and in  
 Innisfail
• Collaboration with the Cairns office of Link- 
 Up (Qld) to assist in the planning,   
 implementation and delivery of the ‘Lake  
 Tinaroo’ Healing Camp in May
• Collaboration with the Mt Isa office to plan  
 and undertake delivery of outreach services  
 in that region, including in outer   
 communities and townships
• Successful reunion preparation for a client  
 to the community of Hopevale in the month  
 of August

Much has been achieved in the time that Matthew 
has spent in the role, however there is scope for 
more positive outcomes and Matthew is looking 
forward to the challenges that lay ahead.

The Link Up (Qld) Townsville Office 
Relationships Australia

745 Riverway Drive Thuringowa Central Q 4817

Matthew Malone
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Support Group Morning Teas
Last month’s Morning Tea gathering was one of the 
largest we’ve had requiring a late rush to the shops 
for more foodstuffs.

Around 25 people attended and it was great to catch 
up and share stories and laughter. The regulars were 
there along with some we hadn’t seen for a while 
and even some new folk dropped in to partake in the 
Support Group assembly.

Uncle Tiger Singh introduced Andrew Cummings 
to the group who then gave a presentation on his 
Fortitude Valley agency “Mens Group”. This group 
meet every Thursday until the end of November 
at their Alfred Street premise at 1.00pm to discuss 
current issues men are having today. 

Neil Holland who was a student placement at Link 
Up, came along to support the group and to catch 
up with eveyone. Neil is studying “Social Work” at 
Griffith University and gets first hand experience 

from the Support Group Morning Teas.
Caseworker, Margaret North finished the day with 
a closing yarning circle where the group discussed 
further ideas and input to how they would like to 
see the group operate. This new concept will also 
guarantee more structure to the group meetings 
and also empower the clients to organise and take 
charge of their group activities.

Some suggestions arising from discussions included, 
 � the young teaching modern technology like 

YouTube, Facebook and Twitter to the older 
members

 � Arts and crafts, dot painting, card making etc
 � Music sessions
 � More in-house Presentations
 � Recreational activities like BBQs, picnics, fishing, 

museum etc
 � Poem, songwriting & dance workshops
 � Group art exhibitions
 � Cooking classes
 � Language lessons
 � Pampering days including hairdressing, skincare, 

massage etc and
 � Mens & Women’s Yarning Circles

There are only TWO more morning teas left for the 
year. See the following page for contact details and 
dates and come along and enjoy the Support Group 
activities.

Tiger Singh & Andrew Cummings give a presentation

Taking in the information being presented

Margaret North organising the Closing Yarning Circle
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CLIENT SUPPORT GROUP
2014 MORNING TEAS
Last Thursday of every month

10.00am  -  11.00am

30th October
27th November

lINK uP (qLD) OFFICE 
5 REID sTREET

WOOLLOONGABBA Q

:CONTACT:

3034 8444

Tony Robertson - Photographer
I have covered the Musgrave 
Park Family Fun Day for 
some years now building 
up a library of images of 
First Peoples culture and 
community. 
The most precious moments 
in my day are requests for 
photos from Elders and 
some of the local mob with 
whom I work. This year I have 
included a set of younger 
participants, the next 

generation who will carry culture and the dreaming. 
I acknowledge the trust of the kids who posed 
for their photos to be taken and ask community 
members to pass these images onto families for me.
My life has been blessed by my relationships with 
First Peoples. My photography has opened doors 
to connections and learnings which have taken me 
into deadly experiences. I cannot imagine living 
without the friendship, storytelling, culture and 
politics of the First People of this land.

 

Tony Robertson, Photographer

Editorial:

As a follow up to the article “Jackson Martin - 
Hervey Bay” featured in Volume 9, February/April 
2014 of our newsletter, we are pleased to announce 
that through Jackson’s story in our periodical, he 
has made contact with missing members of his 
family and uncovered family history. Jackson Martin 
contacted our office pleased that the exposure had 
resulted in family connecting with him.

Jackson Martin - Hervey Bay Artist
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Want to make a Donation to Link-Up (Qld)?

“All donations, great and small, make a difference in supporting our 
organisation to continue the work we do with members of the Stolen 

Generations still searching for their families.
We trully appreciate your generosity.”

CEO Link Up (Qld)

If you are interested in supporting Link-Up (Qld), all donations are tax deductible and can be 
made to:-

Account Name: Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation
ABN:   36 073 956 496
Bank Institution: Westpac
BSB:   034 013
A/c Number: 277 709

  Please send all cheques to PO Box 3229, South Brisbane Q 4101

  For more information, please call our office on FREECALL 1800 200 855

Become a Link-Up (Qld) Member
It is being involved with an organisation that provides a culturally appropriate and sensitive 
service to Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people. It also presents a voice for our people 
in major forums relating to issues and concerns of our clients and community in general, 

such as NAIDOC, National Sorry Day & Reconciliation and other significant issues and 
concerns.

The benefits of membership include the ability to utilise your own talents, skills and 
expertise as a volunteer, receive updates and bi-monthly newsletters, voting at general 

elections, being a part of the solution in terms of righting the wrongs and having your say in 
the way Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation operates.

Go to http://www.link-upqld.org.au/ and download the Membership form.
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Link Up (Qld) Staff Appointments
Congratulations and welcome go out to the 
following staff members who have achieved 
advancement appointments and to those who have 
joined our Link Up family.

Caseworker Karen Collins 
who has been occupying 
the position of Acting 
Service Delivery Manager, 
has now been  appointed 
to full time in that 
position.

Karen received her 
appointment from the 
Board in August this year.

Caseworker Margaret 
North, on completion of 
her Diploma in Narrative 
Therapies applied for 
the vacated position of 
SEWB Counsellor in the 
Brisbane office.
Margaret acquired that 
position in August and 
has been on her first 
reunion as a counsellor 
with Caseworker 
Henrietta Hunter on a 
gravesite reunion.

Evelyn Morris was born 
and raised within the 
Brisbane/Ipswich region 
of Queensland and is 
predominantly recognized 
as Torres Strait Islander 
within the Indigenous 
community.
Her heritage of three 
generations consists of 
married grandparents 
living within missions of 
the Stolen Generations 
from Old Mapoon and the 

family Tamwoy from Badu Island.
She is the eldest and the shortest of four children, 
living in a household of NRL supporters.
Her parents are Torres Strait and European and she 
has a 16 year old daughter attending Secondary 
School and both love living life with a conscious 
need for spirituality;
“There is always a deep seated joy and sense of 
belonging, being recognized and respected as an 
Indigenous woman amongst society of all sorts 
of cultures and belief systems. I have enjoyed 
providing admin support to the team at Link-Up 
Brisbane, since starting on Monday 15 September 
2014.”

Bethel Clay will be 
taking up the position 
of SEWB Counsellor 
and will be working 
alongside Rowena 
Rankine in the Mount 
Isa Link Up (Qld) 
office.

Bethel is Bwgcolman 
Kalkadoon on her 
father Fred Clay 
and grandmother 
Noby Clay side. She 

is also Thaniquith 
on her mother Iris 

Mapoon and grandfather John Mapoon side and 
Guuguyimmdth on her grandmother Tibby Wallace 
(Hopevale).

“I am looking forward to working in Mt Isa with 
Rowena, and still bringing our mob home to country 
and connecting with families from the Stolen 
Generations.”

Karen Collins
Service Delivery Manager

Margaret North
SEWB Counsellor

Bethel Clay
SEWB Counsellor (Mt Isa)

Evelyn Morris
Admin Services
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About Link-Up (Qld)
-Our Mission-

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation 
supports the healing journeys of 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people 
who have been separated from their families and 

cultures through forced removal, fostering, 
adoption and/or institutionalisation. 

We deliver professional, culturally sensitive
and confidential research, reunion 

and cultural wellbeing services.

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation Caseworkers
and Counsellors are experienced individuals

who can assist in reuniting
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander families.

We also provide a referral service to the 
appropriate organisation or
Government Department.

Still Bringing Them Home

Link-Up (QLD) ABORIGINAL CORPORATION OFFICES

BRISBANE:
5 Reid Street WOOLLOONGABBA Q 4102
PO Box 3229 SOUTH BRISBANE Q 4101
Email:  contact@qld.link-up.org.au
Tel:  (07) 32034 8444 
Fax: (07) 3217 3458

MOUNT ISA:
1/81 Miles Street MOUNT ISA Q 4825 
Mob:  0417 097 322  or  0459 028 380

CAIRNS:
18 Scott Street PARRAMATTA PARK, CAIRNS 4870
Tel:  (07) 4041 7403
Fax: (07) 4027 9665

TOWNSVILLE:
c/- Relationships Australia
745 Riverway Drive  
THURINGOWA CENTRAL Q 4817 
Mob:  0410 639 645 

Quick Facts

 h  Link Up is a FREE service   
      

 h  We offer support before, during and   
  after your family reunion   
 

 h  We respect your privacy and treat all  
  information confidentially   
   

 h  Link-Up (Qld) runs a range of healing          
  activities; camps, support groups, art,  
  craft and music workshops   
 

 h  We offer cultural renewal activities and         
  support return to country   
    

 

Upcoming Events

 � Fraser Coast/Bundaberg Healing Camp TBA

FREECALL TO ALL OFFICES 1800 200 855 from landlines

DISCLAIMER: Whilst every effort has been made to 
respect cultural traditions, Indigenous readers are 

advised that this publication may contain images of 
people who are deceased.


